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‘‘I miss the children when they don’t come

to visit,’’ said Moore. ‘‘They are just like my
great-grandchildren. They hop up here next
to me and love me like mine. They have very
good manners.’’

Irene Colquit, another Meals on Wheels cli-
ent, is also fond of the program and its vol-
unteers.

‘‘The volunteers are great,’’ said Colquit.
‘‘They are as nice as they can be and they
help me get things if I need them. They are
a great crew.’’

Presently, the program cost $7,000 a month
to feed all of the clients. James said the pro-
gram’s funding is currently at a serious low
point, but here are yearlong fund-raisers the
community can participate in. One such pro-
gram is the adopt-a-client service, a $60-per
client program that funds 20 meals at $3 per
person. If money can’t be raised to support
the program, some clients’ services will be
terminated.

‘‘Many of the clients are in a low-income
bracket,’’ said James. ‘‘Their Social Secu-
rity checks are eaten up by medication
costs. Meals on Wheels provides them with a
meal when they are unable to provide one or
prepare one themselves.’’

But all is not bad. Recently, James sub-
mitted an essay to the Meals on Wheels of
America to nominate a member for member
of the year. Thelma McCoy, a Meals on
Wheels volunteer and last year’s president,
won the award.

‘‘The program will receive a much-needed
$1,000 grant from the Reynolds Aluminum
Co. It’s the second time in two years that we
have received this award,’’ said James.
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WHO IS GOING TO CONTROL AN
AMERICAN’S LIFE: THE AMER-
ICAN OR GOVERNMENT?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
DEMINT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, some in
Washington and some in the media say
disagreements in Congress are between
the right and the left, liberals versus
conservatives, Republicans versus
Democrats. They say the debates are
about which party is for Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, education, or the envi-
ronment. But we know that we are all
committed to find the best solutions to
these important issues.

The real debate on the floor of the
House and the Senate and in all of our
committees is about who is going to
control one’s life, one or the govern-
ment.

There are some in Washington who
believe one is better off if many of the
decisions about one’s life and the lives
of one’s family members are made here
in Washington. Their intentions are
good, and many times their programs
sound good, but the evidence over the
last 40 years is undeniable.

When Washington takes our money
and makes the important decisions
about our lives, we not only lose our
freedom, but we lose the security
which comes from having control of
our own lives.

The Republicans in Congress believe
that one is most secure when one is
most free. That is why we call our-
selves the GOP, the government of the
people. We believe our job is not to

manage one’s life, but to provide a
framework of freedom so one can man-
age one’s own life and have equal ac-
cess to all the opportunities this coun-
try has to offer.

We believe in securing the future for
every American by returning dollars,
decisions, and freedoms back to the
people, back to individuals, families,
communities, businesses, and back to
our States.

The GOP believes, just as my col-
leagues do, that we can best secure the
future for every child by returning dol-
lars and decisions for education to par-
ents and to local schools.

There are some here in Washington
that think we can run our schools bet-
ter from the White House. We tried
that, and our test scores and the qual-
ity of our schools declined since the
Federal role expanded in the 1960s.

Today, Republicans in Congress have
passed legislation that allows States to
use Federal money without all the red
tape and to decide how the money can
best be used to help their schools. We
worked to give teachers and principals
the flexibility to restore common-sense
discipline in our children’s classrooms.
We are working to return 95 percent of
all Federal education dollars back to
the classroom, where the money be-
longs and is needed for new books, sup-
plies, and school repairs.

We all know that our children get the
best education when parents, teachers,
and principals have the flexibility and
resources they need.
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We are making progress in education.
The GOP believes that we can best

secure the future for every family by
letting Americans keep more of what
they earn. It is not fair to ask both
parents to work harder and longer and
then to take up to half of everything
they make. High taxes create stress in
our families and make it almost impos-
sible to save for the future, for new
homes, for education.

Republicans in Congress have already
passed tax reductions that include
child tax credits, education savings ac-
counts, and less taxes on savings. To-
morrow, the GOP will pass legislation
that will reduce the tax penalty on
married couples, eliminate the earn-
ings limits on senior citizens, lower
capital gains tax, eliminate the death
tax, and begin to lower taxes for every-
one.

In addition to bringing tax fairness
and relief, we are going to make sure
that taxpayers’ hard-earned money is
wisely used. We know Americans work
hard for every penny that they earn,
and they should expect their govern-
ment not to waste or abuse their
money. Americans can be sure that we
are making progress on tax relief and
tax fairness.

The GOP believes that we can secure
the future for every senior citizen by
not spending one dime of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare for other programs.
No matter how good these other pro-

grams sound, taxpayers have worked
hard to secure a retirement for them-
selves, and they should expect their re-
tirement money to be there when they
retire.

To safeguard American taxpayers’
money, Republicans have created a
lock box that will protect Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and guaranty the
benefits. And unlike some proposals
that come out of Washington, we are
going to stick to this pledge to the end.
And we are glad that the AARP and the
President have endorsed our lock box
plan.

But we also know that Social Secu-
rity and Medicare need repair. We are
working hard to make sure Social Se-
curity and Medicare are there for fu-
ture generations so all Americans can
rest easy in their retirement knowing
they have more control of their retire-
ment income and health care.

In 1994, the American taxpayer trust-
ed the GOP to lead Congress and make
progress towards a more free and se-
cure America. Since then we have bal-
anced the budget and reformed welfare,
putting over 4 million people to work.
We have repealed some taxes passed by
the President, passed tax credits and
the largest tax relief package in 16
years.

We stopped the practice of spending Social
Security and Medicare funds. We have given
local schools the control and resources they
need to succeed. And we have begun to re-
build our military.

The American people and our economy
have responded. And while we still have much
work to do—we are on the right path towards
securing the future for every American. In the
months to come, you will see us continue to
return dollars, decisions and freedoms back
home—back to you, your family, your busi-
nesses and your communities. Back to where
it belongs and where progress begins.

We are Republicans, the government of the
people, and we believe that Americans are
most secure when you are most free, when
you keep more of what you earn and make
your own decisions, when you are in control of
your life. We are committed to secure the fu-
ture for every American by giving you that
control, and we hope that every American will
reach out for the freedoms and opportunities
that come with being an essential part of the
government of the people.

Mr. Speaker, we are Republicans, and
the American taxpayer can trust us to
make sure they are in control of their
life instead of government.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REYNOLDS). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MALONEY) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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